Red eye and a rodent ulcer.
A 58-year-old woman presented with a 1-week history of poor vision in the right eye associated with a red eye. She was transferred for vitreoretinal management of suspected endophthalmitis. On examination, she had extensive ulceration of her forehead, exposing a pulsating mass covered with white antiseptic powder. The ulcer extended to involve the nose and right upper eyelid. Computed tomography demonstrated widespread erosion of the frontal bone, exposing the dura; histopathology confirmed the lesion to be basal cell carcinoma. The ulcer had slowly progressed for 30 years, but the patient was in denial about her condition. She had kept the ulcer well hidden by combing her hair forward over it. She was married, with an adult child, and was employed as a courier. Despite three assessments of her eye by medical staff in the preceding 24 hours, the diagnosis of the extensive basal cell carcinoma had been missed as she had refused to lift her hair for a complete examination.